LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE

your Lordship, I would not be understood to insinuate that the
Personage who had the honour of addressing you, intended to
mis-represent me; I am fully convinced, my Lord, that you
would admit no man to your correspondence who would
willingly deviate from the truth: but I am alike convinced
that this personage, respectable as he doubtless is, must have
been, in die present instance, most grossly imposed upon.

Neither the elevated rank of a Nobleman, nor their sacred
regard to veracity, can always secure them against imposition
from a certain class of men who artfully contrive to beset
them. Esquires of very late creation, who, with matchless
intrepidity, can assassinate characters, or whisper them away,
and swear their own falsehoods into currency. "When the
truly loyal are everywhere intent upon uniting all hearts and
all hands in the common cause, and for the common good,

these men are everywhere indefatigable in promoting animosity
and distrust, for their own private purposes. I shall say no
more of them than barely to remind your Lordship how
much easier it is for such gentry to make their impression
than for an honest man to efface it.

It remains for me to observe, before I close this letter, that
upon the first intimation I received from a person of rank in
the metropolis, that I had been traduced as above, I instantly
wrote a refutation of the charges, and was assured it should be
laid before your Lordship. But an unwillingness to intrude
has since, it seems, prevailed against the promise made me;
which circumstance, together with the publication in the Star
and other Papers since, as they have compelled me to address
your Lordship in this direct manner, they will I hope at the
same time be graciously admitted as my apology.

I have the honour to be

With inviolable respect

My Lord,

Your Lordship's most devoted humble servant

W. Coppinger.
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